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John Aun, a Bryn Athyn
native, was reared on a heavy
diet of music.

Counting
all his
blessings

Singer-songwriter
John Austin has been
through some dark
and difficult times

in his life. Though
the pain lingers, he’s
moving forward

with faith and
gratitude and using
his music to release

John Austin is a wounded man.
Having succumbed to alco-

that place, he knows that grati-
tude goes down easier than
regret.

And that when the pangs
become too much to bear, there is
always solace to be found in
song.

In his craft, the Bryn Athyn
singer-songwriter finds a way to
express his hurt and sometimes
to transcend it.

“It can be uncomfortable to
make myself that vulnerable,”
Austin says. “But my feeling is
that if I have the courage to do
that, I believe I'm unconsciously
giving other people permission to
do the same thing. And this is one
way we can all connect a little bit
better on a personal level.”

Despite the occasional halting
tone of his voice, there is a confi-
dence in his talent and in the gifts
that it offers.

When Austin speaks about his
CD, “Harder When You Run,” it
is with obviou: pride and an
understated enthusiasm.

He arrangec :vd recorded the
entire project himself and wrote
all of the songs on the disc, and if

See COUNTING, Page D 2

Who: John Austin

Where: North by
Northwest at 7165
Germantown Ave. in
the Mount Airy section
of Philadelphia

When:
8.p.m. Tuesday

Admission: free






